
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties 
Addendum 

MIHP Number: PG: 81B-5 

Property Name: Burton Hall (Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House) 
Property Address: 12002 Thrift Road 

Clinton, MD 20735 

According to a July 2008 letter from Thomas P. Barrett to the Trust, the Wyvill House 
was demolished between July of 1989 and 1993. Barrett described the following 
deteriorated buildings on the property: 

"Tobacco Barn: The large post and beam tobacco bam is rectangular in footprint with a 
gable on gable standing-seam metal roof. The roof ridge on the peak gable is off center, 
with the northern slope longer than the southern. Vertical plank wood siding clads the 
large barn, with interspersed hinged vertical vent panels. Three large open bays occupy 
the eastern elevation. The western side features a small, shed-roofed stripping shed. A 
fixed multi-pane window provided light into the shed. The interior of the bam is 
composed of multiple drying racks. The drying racks are made from milled lumber and 
stripped trees. The structure is supported on concrete footers. Posts, beams, and drying 
racks are secured with wire nails. Though the original MIHP form indicates the barn 
dates from the 1860s, given the use of milled lumber, concrete and wire nails, the bam 
likely dates from the late 1800s, early 1900s - possibly contemporary with the 1884 
Wyvill House. The bam is in very poor condition with much of the siding missing and 
the southeast comer of the roof failing. 

"Equipment Garage: The garage is located in close proximity to the Wyvill House site. 
The long rectangular building is composed of four bays that are secured with sliding bam 
doors. Vertical planks clad the building. The side gable roof is covered with standing-
seam metal. The garage is pictured in the 1938 aerial photograph, and likely dates from 
the 1920s or 1930s. The garage is in very poor condition. 

"Livestock or Hay Bam: Rectangular in footprint, the livestock bam is situated northeast 
of the Wyvill House site and adjacent to a cleared field. A steeply-pitched front gable 
roof shelters the building. The roof is covered with standing seam metal. Board and 
batten siding clads the bam, which is supported by concrete foundation walls. Entrances 
on the west and east elevations lead to a central section flanked by stalls on either side. 
Haylofts are situated above the stalls. The bam is composed of milled lumber secured 
with wire nails. The barn likely dates from the first quarter of the 20th century and is in 
very poor condition with much of the siding and roofing failing." 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #81B-5 Bui lding Date: 1894 

Bui ld ing Name: Dr. Edward H. Myv i l l House (Burton Hal l ) 

Locat ion: 12002 T h r i f t Road, C l in ton, Maryland 

Private/Residence/Oocupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Description 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House is situated five hundred feet south of 
Thrift Road, on an unpaved drive. The house is frame, square in plan, 
four-by-four bays with a gable roof. It is covered with horizontal wood 
siding, roofed with patterned tin, resting on a brick foundation. The 
four-bay north gable end has the entrance in the first bay, through a 
modern door with a transom. The three windows on the first floor are 1/1 
with plain wood surrounds. Centered in the upper gable are two adjoining 
4/4 double hung sash windows. The gable is sided with fishscale shingles 
and in the gable peak is a triangular design of square, recessed wainscot 
panels. A three bay, one-story hipped-roofed entrance porch across the 
main facade has a rusticated cement block foundation and bases of like 
material for the short, tapered wood roof posts. There are small, jig-
sawn brackets between roof posts. The three-bay west facade has a high 
corbelled brick chimney at the roof ridge. The south (rear) facade is 
four bays with an enclosed hipped-roof first-story porch. The cellar 
entrance is through the porch floor. The house is in a rural area, 
surrounded by fields. A complex of deteriorating frame outbuildings 
including a large tobacco barn is north and east of the house. 

Significance: 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House is patternbook house, built ca. 1894 
for Dr. Edward H. Wyvill and his family when their earlier house on the 
site burned. The Wyvills acquired 350 acres of property ca. 1845 when 
Edward Wyvill married Caroline M. Hawkins. Wyvill (1812-1894), was a 
prominent local figure, serving as a Levy Court judge, a County 
Commissioner and Democratic Representative to the State House of Delegates. 
A diary written by a governess in his household details life at Burton 
Hall during the 1860's. Though rather plain in architectural detail, the 
house has characteristics of the Queen Anne style such as the shingled and 
paneled gabel treatment, the asymmetrical east cross gable and the high 
corbelled brick chimney. The house plan was to be similar to plan #179 in 
D. S. Hopkins Houses and Cottages; Book #6. It was altered from that plan 
during construction and subsequently, over the years. At this time the 
house and outbuildings are in fair to poor condition. The property is 
rented by tenants but is still owned by descendants of Dr. Wyvill. 

Acreage: 350 
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Survey No.P.G. 81B-5 

Magi No. 

ye s 

j)*un<L Ji sk < 1 a J i S m S ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House (Burton Hall) 

and/orcommon Or. Edward H. Wyvill House (Incorrect ly l i s t ed , 1974, 

2. Location 
street & number 12002 T h r i f t Road 

city, town vicinity of congressional district 

, . Maryland „ r t i i n t u Prince George's 
state J county 

0. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

as Wyrth) 

not for publication 
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Category 
district 

x building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 

x private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in proCMt 
being considered 

x n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
x occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

JLno 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific? 

transportation 
other: 

4 « U V / n f i f O f P y O p © r * y (g ive names and ma i l ing a d d r e s s e s of a l l owners) 

name 
Ms. Nancy Wolfe 

street & number Box 218, Notley Hall t e lephone n o . : 

city, town ChaptJC s t a t e and z ip code Maryland 20621 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse l i b e r 

WDA 12 

street & number Ma in S t r e e t f o l i o 
317 

city,town uPPer Marlboro, state 
Md. 

S- Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
title 

Historic Sites and Dis t r ic ts Plan for Prince George's County, Maryland 

date 
J u l y 1981 

federal state _* county local 

depository for survey records H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n , M-NCPPC 
Riverdale, 

city, town 

Md. 20737 

state 



7, Description Survey No.PG: 81B-5 

Condition 
txeodoot 

—— QOOd 
dstsrforatsd 
ruins 
unexposed 

Chock on* Check on* 
unsttsrsd __L_ original sits 

—L. altered moved dsts of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House is situated approximately five hundred 
feet east of Thrift Road, on an unpaved drive. The house is frame, 
roughly square in plan, four-bays-by-four bays with a gable roof. It is 
covered with narrow-lap horizontal wood siding, roofed with patterned tin 
and resting on a brick foundation. 

The principal facade is the four-bay west gable end. The entrance, 
in the first bay, is through a modern entry door with a transom. The 
three windows on the first floor are 1/1 double hung sashes with plain 
wood surrounds. The two second story bays do not align with those on the 
first story. Centered in the upper gable are two adjoining 4/4 double 
hung sash windows. The upper gable is sided with fishscale shingles and 
in the gable peak is a triangular area covered with square, recessed 
wainscot panels. 

There is a three bay, one-story hipped-roofed entrance porch across 
the west facade. The porch is on a rusticated cement block foundation and 
there are bases of like material for the short, tapered wood posts. The 
porch roof has a cornice with crown molding. There are small, jig-sawn 
brackets between roof posts. 

Visible from the three-bay north facade is the high central corbelled 
brick chimney projecting from the roof ridge. There are overhanging eaves 
but no cornice treatment. The window bays do not align on the first and 
second story. A small cross gable over the first bay has the same gable 
treatment as the west gable end. 

The four bay east (rear) facade has an enclosed hipped roof porch 
crossing the first story. An open porch with a corrugated metal shed roof 
was added to the rear of the enclosed porch. The first bay of this 
secondary porch is enclosed and stands on a concrete block base. It 
contains the bathroom. The partial cellar beneath the house is reached by 
steps down through the porch floor. There is a rear entry to the kitchen 
in the north bay. Windows on the second story are small rectangular 1/1 
sash. There is a narrow interior brick chimney projecting from the gable 
peak. 

The three bay south facade is a plain side gable. The brick 
foundation is visible from this side. It projects under the enclosed 
hipped roof rear porch. The porch has a 1/1 sash window. The projecting 
shed roof rear bay containing the bathroom is flush with the wall surface 
on this elevation, giving the first story elevation an elongated 
appearance. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Survey Mo. PG#81B-5 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Description (continued) Section 7 Page 2 

The interior plan of the Dr. Wyvill House is basically that of a side 
hall and double parlor. The entry hall is along the north side of the 
house. The entry door faces a closed-string stair that rises for three 
steps along the north wall, turns 90 degrees at a small landing and rises 
along the east wall to the second story. The newel post is a turned 
cylinder on a high base block. The cone-shaped decorative knob has been 
removed from the top of the newel post. The balusters are turned, with 
upper and lower blocks. 

There is a southwest parlor and a southeast dining room, reached 
through entry doors off the entry hall. A wide, 7-panel pocket door 
connects the two rooms. The kitchen is directly east of the entry hall, 
in the northeast corner of the house, reached through the dining room. 

The second story has four bedrooms. The very narrow stair hall 
continues with the finished stair to the attic. The attic is a single 
room across the top of the house. It contains old baseboard and window 
surrounds but is finished with drywall. 

The interior of the Wyvill house is badly worn. The plaster walls 
and ceiling are in bad condition. The wood flooring is worn. The multi
layer one-step door and window molding is nicked and -damaged. There is 
some original baseboard with an ogee cap, and some plain replacement board 
All original mantels have been removed from the house. A brick mantel 
surrounds the hearth centered in the north wall of the dining room. 

On the exterior there is a complex of deteriorating frame 
outbuildings to the north and east (rear) of the house. North of the 
house is a large board-and-batten gable roof stable built in 1915. It has 
a lean-to addition along the east side. The standing-seam metal roof is 
topped by lightening rods. The building stands on concrete footers. 
Closer to the house on the north are two deteriorated gable roof one-story 
buildings with horizontal lapped wood siding. Closest to the house is the 
corn house, with a north end lean-to addition. It is constructed of hewn 
and sawed timbers. The hewn sill beam rests on low brick piers. Slightly 
farther north is a wheat storage building called the grain house. It is a 
roughly square building with a central east entrance of vertical boards 
with iron strap hinges. There are hewn and pegged corner posts. The sawn 
sill rests directly on the ground. Both of these buildings predate the 
ca. 1894 Dr. Wyvill House. To the rear of the house is a shed roof two-
by-one-bay chicken house and a large vertical board gable roof machine 
shed dating to the 1940's. A large tobacco barn in near ruinous condition 
is far west of the house, standing in a field across Thrift Road. It 
dates to ca. I860's. 

The gravel and mud drive circles in front of the Dr. Wyvill house, 
which stands isolated amid open fields. There are no outstanding 
landscape features. 



8. Significance Survey No. P.G.#81B-5 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and Justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 __x_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

—X. 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention * other (specify) 
l n r a l h i s t o r y 

Specific dates 1894 Builder/Architect P h i l l i p G. M i l l e r , W i l l i a m H. Hat ton 

check: Applicable Criteria: __A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _ A B C _ D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House is significant as an example of a 
patternbook house in the Queen Anne style, although it has been altered 
from its original appearance and plan. It is also significant for its 
association with Dr. Edward H. Wyvill, who resided there briefly before 
his death in 1894. 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House was constructed in 1894 for Wyvill and 
his family, to replace a dwelling dating to ca. 1845 on the same site, 
which had burned.* Both houses were called Burton Hall by the Wyvill 
family, who acquired the surrounding 350 acre Hawkins farm upon the 
marriage of Dr. Wyvill to Caroline M. Hawkins in 1845.2 

Dr. Edward Wyvill (1812-1894) was a prominent Prince George's County 
resident, serving as a Levy Court Judge and in the 1850's as a County 
Commissioner and a Democratic Representative to the State House of 
Delegates.3 He was trained as a physician but did not actively practice. 
He farmed his property and owned slaves valued at $3,730 in 1861.4 A 
diary written by a governess in his household details life at Burton Hall 
during the 1860's.5 

The contract to construct the present dwelling survives in the 
family's papers.6 Phillip G. Miller and William H. Hatton contracted with 
Dr. Wyvill to construct the house, which was to be similar to house #179 
in D.S. Hopkins' Houses and Cottages; a Collection of House and Cottage 
Designs, Book #6. The new Burton Hall was to be four feet deeper and 
wider than Hopkins' plan #179. The cellar of the original Burton Hall was 
to be cleaned out and the walls rebuilt for use beneath the new house. 
The bricks in the chimneys of old house were to be reused where possible 
for the two chimneys of the new house. The framing was to be taken from 
wood on the farm and hewed to proper dimension. Wyvill was to pay Miller 
and Hatton one thousand and four hundred dollars upon completion of the 
work. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
STATE HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY FORM 

Statement of Significance (continued) 

After Dr. Wyvill's death in 1894 the farm was inherited by his 
grandson, Harrison Clay Ward.7 According to Edwina Ward, great-grand 
daughter of Dr. Wyvill, who grew up on the farm, there have been several 
alterations of the dwelling over the years. The Hopkins design called for 
a one-bay entry porch sheltered by the overhang of the second story. The 
adjoining front parlor was to have cut-away corners on the main house 
elevation, so that the room was roughly octagonal in shape. According to 
Miss Ward the house shook in the wind and did not seem to be solid enough, 
so around 1916 the original front porch was enclosed to make an entry 
hall. The octagonal corners of the parlor were built out to form a 
complete square and the hipped roof front porch presently on the building 
was added. The rear porch was enclosed, resulting in the closing of an 
exterior window in the rear wall of the dining room. The bathroom off the 
dining room, projecting from the back of the house, was added in 1946. 
The original house colors were yellow with white trim and there were 
louvered.exterior shutters.» 

The interior of the house has also been altered. A decorative mantel 
in the front parlor was removed, probably when the diagonal walls were 
removed. The dining room mantel was replaced by a brick surround in 1965. 
There were also decorative mantels in the bedrooms which are no longer in 
place. 

Several of the outbuildings which served the Wyvill house are no 
longer standing, including an ice house near the present location of the 
chicken house, and a cider house, located southeast of the main house. An 
osage hedge which encircled the yard and followed the entry drive down to 
Thrift Road was removed by Harrison C. Ward. 

The Dr. Wyvill house has been occupied by tenants since 1975. It is 
still owned by heirs of Harrison C. Ward, decendents of Dr. Wyvill. 

Notes 

1 Letter of Nancy D. Wolfe, March. 31, 1985. 

2 Land Records of Prince George's County, CSM 4:46; and Records of 
Marriage Licenses, J.B.B., A-L, 1777-1886, June 19, 1845, Caroline M. 
Hawkins to Edward H. Wyvill . 

3 R. Lee Van Horn, Out of the Past, Prince Georgeans and their Land, 
Prince George's County Historical Society, Riverdale, Maryland, 1976, pps. 
332, 337, 344 and 348. 

4 Tax Assessments of Prince George's County, 1861, 5th Election District, 
11047. 

5 "Diary of Harietta Patience Wood", edited by James Warner Bellah, 
excerpts December 18, 1862-June 24, 1863. 

6 Contract available as a copy in 81B-5 file, Historic Preservation 
Commission Offices. 
7 Land Records, 134:368. 

Survey Mo. P.G.#81B-5 

Section 8 Page 2 
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8 Interview with Edwina Ward, March, 1989, 



3. ?Jajor Bibliographical ^efarencas survey NO.PG: 81B-5 

See ?8, Footnotes 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
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return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 



Chain of T i t l e 

Dr. Edward Wyvil l House 
P.G. #8lB-5 

WDA 12:317 Last Wi l l and Testament of Harrison Clay Ward . . . t o my 
3U July 1963 son, Harrison Hale Ward, my farm (the same being known 
Wi l l as the Harry Ward Farm) containing 350 acres of land. 

Adm. F i l e #14968 Inventory of real estate: 358 acres located on T h r i f t 
Inventory of Road. Improvements: Main bu i l d i ng , a two-story frame 
Harrison Clay Ward with three rooms and bath on f i r s t f l oo r , four rooms on 
3D July 1963 second f l o o r . Small basement. Metal roof . Well and 

septic tank. In bad cond i t ion . Tenant House, two 
story frame, two rooms on each f l o o r , no improvements. 
Bad cond i t i on . Two garages, bad cond i t ion . Stable and 
shed, bad cond i t ion . Corn house and shed, f a i r 
cond i t i on . Implement shed, f a i r cond i t ion . Tobacco 
barn 68 x 40, f a i r cond i t ion . Tobacco barn 42 x 50, 
very o l d , bad cond i t ion . 

134:368 Mary Agnes W y v i l l , sole devisee under last w i l l and 
29 Oct. 1918 testament of the la te Edward Hale Wyvill to Margaret T. 
Deed Wyvil l and Harrison C. Ward, 350 acres whereon Margaret 

T. Wyvil l now resides being the same real estate de
vised to Margaret T. Wyvill and her brother Edward Hale 
Wyvil l by last w i l l and testament of the i r mother, 
Caroline M. Wyvil l by Wi l l Record Book WAJ J r . #1:410. 

WAJ J r . 1:410 Item 1: I devise my son Edward H. Wyvill in t r us t for 
18 Apr i l 1885 my husband Edward H. Wyvil l my farm or p lan ta t ion on 
Wi l l of Caroline which I now reside si tuated in Piscataway D i s t r i c t 
M. Wyvi l l ca l led Burton H a l l , being part of a t rac t of land 

cal led Montpelier containing about 350 acres. 

CSM 4:46 Samuel B. Hance, Trustee in Equity #766, to Caroline M. 
30 Jan. 1861 W y v i l l , wife of Edward H. W y v i l l , 350 acres cal led 
Indenture "Appledoor" "Wheeler's Hope" and "Edelen's Rest" more 

general ly known by the name of "Montpel ier ." 



PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #81B-5 Bui lding Date: 1894 

Bui ld ing Name: Dr. Edward H. Wyvil l House (Burton Hal l ) 

Location: 12002 Th r i f t Road, C l in ton , Maryland 

Private/Residence/Occupied/Fair/Inaccessible 

Descr ipt ion: 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House is si tuated f i ve hundred feet south of 
Th r i f t Road, on an unpaved d r i ve . The house is frame, square in p lan, 
four-by- four bays with a gable roof . I t is covered with horizontal wood 
s id ing , roofed with patterned t i n , rest ing on a brick foundation. The 
four-bay north gable end has the entrance in the f i r s t bay, through a 
modern door with a transom. The three windows on the f i r s t f l oo r are 1/1 
with p la in wood surrounds. Centered in the upper gable are two adjoining 
4/4 double hung sash windows. The gable is sided with f ishscale shingles 
and in the peak is a t r iangular design of square, recessed wainscot panels. 
A three bay, one-story hipped-roofed entrance porch across the north facade 
has a rust icated cement block base and bases of l i ke material for the 
short , tapered wood roof posts. There are smal l , j ig-sawn brackets between 
roof posts. The three-bay west facade has a central high corbelled brick 
chimney at the roof r idge. There are overhanging eaves but no cornice 
treatment. There is a small cross gable over the f i r s t bay having the same 
gable treatment as the north gable end. The south (rear) facade is four 
bays wi th a hipped-roof f i r s t - s t o r y porch. The f i r s t bay of the porch is 
enclosed and has a shed roof one bay addit ion project ing south of i t . A 
bulkhead ce l la r entrance is through the porch f l o o r . The house is in a 
rural area, surrounded by f i e l d s . A complex of deter iorat ing frame 
outbui ldings including a large tobacco barn is east of the house. 

Signi f icance: 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House was b u i l t ca. 1894 fo r Dr. Edward H. 
Wyvill and family when the i r ea r l i e r house on the s i te burned. Both houses 
were cal led Burton H a l l . The Wyvil ls acquired the 350 acres of property in 
1861. Edward Wyvill (1812-1894) was a prominent local f i gu re . He owned 
slaves valued at $3,730 in 1861 and was a southern sympathizer during the 
C iv i l War. A diary wr i t ten by a governess in his household de ta i l s l i f e at 
Burton Hall during the 1860's. Though rather plain in archi tectural 
d e t a i l , the house has character is t ics of the Queen Anne style such as the 
shingled and paneled gable treatment, the asymmetrical east cross gable and 
the high corbelled brick chimney. At th is time the house and outbui ld ings 
are in f a i r to poor condi t ion. The property is rented by tenants but is 
s t i l l owned by descendants of Dr. Wyv i l l . 

Acreage: 2.0 
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1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic Dr. Edward H. Wyvil l House (Burton Hal l ) 

and/orcommon Dr. Edward H. Wyvil l House ( Incor rec t l y l i s t e d , 1974, 

2. Location 
street & number 12002 T h r i f t Road 

city, town 1 " t o n vicinity of congressional district 

Marvland Prince George's 
state l , d r . y , a M U county 

3. Classification 

as Wyrth) 

not for publication 
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Category 
district 

x building(s) 
structure 
site 

k object 
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Ownership 
public 

x private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

x n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
-X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

x private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mai l ing addresses of a l l owners) 

name Ms. Nancy Wolfe 

street & number Box 218, Notley Hall telephone no. 

city, town ChaptJCO state and zip code Maryland 20621 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pt*1 nee George' s County Courthouse l i b e r 

WDA 1 2 

street & number Main S t r e e t f o l i o 317 

city,town uPPe r Marlboro, state 
Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical survey 
title 

Histor ic Sites and D i s t r i c t s Plan fo r Prince George's County, Maryland 

date 
July 1981 

federal state x county local 

fepository for survey records H i s t o r y D i v i s i o n , M-NCPPC 
Riverdale, 

city, town 

Md. 20737-

state 



7. Description survey NO.PG: 81B-5 
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Conrf ition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered _X original site 
good ruins altered moved date of move 

_v fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l de sc r ip t i on of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s elements as i t e x i s t s today . 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvill House is situated approximately five hundred 
feet south of Thrift Road, on an unpaved drive. The house is frame, 
roughly square in plan, four-bays-by-four bays with a gable roof. It is 
covered with horizontal wood siding, roofed with patterned tin and resting 
on a brick foundation. 

The principal facade is the four-bay north gable end. The entrance, 
in the first bay, is through a modern door with a transom. The three 
windows on the first floor are 1/1 double hung sashes with plain wood 
surrounds. The two second story bays do not aling with those on the first 
story. Centered in the upper gable are two adjoining 4/4 double hung sash 
windows. The gable is sided with fishscale shingles and in the peak is a 
triangular design formed by square, recessed wainscot-like panels. 

There is a three bay, one-story hipped-roofed entrance porch across 
the north facade. The porch is on a rusticated cement block foundation and 
there are bases of like material for the short, tapered wood posts. The 
porch roof has a cornice with crown molding. There are small, jig-sawn 
brackets between roof posts. 

The three-bay west facade has a central high corbelled brick chimney 
at the roof ridge. There are overhanging eaves but no cornice treatment. 
The east facade is three irregular bays with a small cross gable over the 
first bay having the same gable treatment as the north gable end. 

The south (rear) facade is four bays with a hipped-roof first-story 
porch across the facade. The first bay of the porch is enclosed and has a 
shed roof one bay addition projecting south of it. There is a bulkhead 
cellar entrance is through the porch floor. There is a small interior 
brick chimney at the gable ridge. 

The house is in a rural area and is surrounded by fields. There is a 
complex of deteriorating frame outbuildings including a large tobacco barn 
and several small gable roof sheds east of the house. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

^ 1500-1599 
K _ 1600-1699 

1700-1799 
_X_ 1800-1899 

1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 

X agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1894 

check: A p p l i c a b l e C r i t e r i a : 
and/or 

App l i cab le Excep t ion : 

Leve; . o f S i g n i f i c a n c e : 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement. 
industry 
invention 

Builder/Architect 

A B C D 

A B C D E 

n a t i o n a l s t a t e 

Survey No. P .G. #81B-5 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics/government transportation 

x other (specify) 
Local History 

F G 

l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Dr. Edward H. Wyvil l House was b u i l t ca. 1894 for Dr. Edward H. 
Wyvil l and fami ly . This house replaced an ea r l i e r one on the s i t e which 
burned.1 Both houses were cal led Burton Hall by the Wyvill f ami l y , who 
acquired the 350 acres of property in 1861.2 

Edward W y v i l l , (1812-1894) was a prominent local f i gu re . He owned 
slaves valued at $3,730 in 1861.3 and was a southern sympathizer during 
the C i v i l War. A diary wr i t ten by a governess in his household de ta i l s 
l i f e at Burton Hall during the 1860's.4 Af ter Dr. Wyvi l l ' s death in 1894 
the farm was inhabited by his grandson, Harrison Clay Ward, and became 
known as the Harry Ward Farm. I t is now owned by Ward's son. 

Though rather p la in in arch i tectura l de ta i l the house has character is 
t i c s of the Queen Anne s ty le such as the shingled and paneled gable t r e a t 
ment, the asymmetrical east cross-gable and the high corbelled br ick 
chimney. At th i s time the house and outbui ldings are in f a i r to poor 
cond i t ion . The property is rented by tenants but is s t i l l owned by descen
dants of Dr. Wyv i l l . 

Notes: 

1 Letter of Nancy D. Wolfe, March 31, 1985. 

2 Land Records of Prince George's County, CSM 4:46. 

3 Tax Assessments of Prince George's County, 1861, 5th Election 
District, 11047. 

4 "Diary of Harietta Patience Wood," edited by James Warner Bell ah, 
excerpt December 18, 1862 - June 24, 1863. 
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state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

name/title Marina King, Arch i tec tura l His tor ian 

organization H is to r i c Preservation Commission d a t e August 1985 
Room 4010 

street & number 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie Drive telephone 9 5 2 - 3 5 2 1 

city or town Upper Marlboro state Md. 20772 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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Chain of T i t l e 

Dr. Edward Wyvill House 
P.G. #81B-5 

WDA 12:317 
30 July 1963 
Will 

Adm. File #14968 
Inventory of 
Harrison Clay Ward 
30 July 1963 

134:368 
29 Oct. 
Deed 

1918 

Last Will and Testament of Harrison Clay Ward ...to my 
son, Harrison Hale Ward, my farm (the same being known 
as the Harry Ward Farm) containing 350 acres of land. 

Inventory of real estate: 358 acres located on Thrift 
Road. Improvements: Main building, a two-story frame 
with three rooms and bath on first floor, four rooms on 
second floor. Small basement. Metal roof. Well and 
septic tank. In bad condition. Tenant House, two 
story frame, two rooms on each floor, no improvements. 
Bad condition. Two garages, bad condition. Stable and 
shed, bad condition. Corn house and shed, fair 
condition. Implement shed, fair condition. Tobacco 
barn 68 x 40, fair condition. Tobacco barn 42 x 50, 
very old, bad condition. 

Mary Agnes Wyvill, sole devisee under last will and 
testament of the late Edward Hale Wyvill to Margaret T. 
Wyvill and Harrison C. Ward, 350 acres whereon Margaret 
T. Wyvill now resides being the same real estate de
vised to Margaret T. Wyvill and her brother Edward Hale 
Wyvill by last will and testament of their mother, 
Caroline M. Wyvill by Will Record Book WAJ Jr. #1:410. 

WAJ J r . 1:410 
18 Apr i l 1885 
Wil l of Caroline 
M. Wyvil l 

CSM 4:46 
30 Jan. 1861 
Indenture 

Item 1: I devise my son Edward H. Wyvill in t rus t for 
my husband Edward H. Wyvill my farm or p lantat ion on 
which I now reside situated in Piscataway D i s t r i c t 
cal led Burton H a l l , being part of a t ract of land 
cal led Montpelier containing about 350 acres. 

Samuel B. Hance, Trustee in Equity #766, to Caroline M, 
W y v i l l , wife of Edward H. Wyv i l l , 350 acres cal led 
"Appledoor" "Wheeler's Hope" and "Edelen's Rest" more 
general ly known by the name of "Montpelier." 
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